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N    E    W   S   L   I    N    E

He  is  not  here!
A recent (and fi rst) visit to Egypt was 
a real eye-opener. Although 95% of 
its land is desert it has a population 
of over 77 million, of whom 87% live 
near the banks and delta of the Nile, 
the world’s longest river. Over 90% 
of Egyptians are Muslims (mostly 
Sunni), while only a tiny minority are 
evangelical Christians.
 Egypt makes much of its nearly 
4,000 years of recorded history, 
fl agged up by its amazing ancient 
monuments. Tombs, temples and 
museums are major tourist attractions, while the west bank of the Nile is peppered 
with pyramids for forty miles, running north from Dashur to Giza, where the series is 
dominated by the massive tomb of Kheops, guarded by the celebrated Sphinx. One of 
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, it is 450 feet high, occupies thirteen acres 
of land, and has over 2.5 million blocks of stone, many weighing over ten tons. The 
pyramids were built as physical representations of the sun’s rays and as ‘staircases’ 
leading the dead pharaohs to the sun god Ra. Yet these mighty rulers, once so dominant, 
now lie prostrate and powerless. 
 What contrasts there are between these miserable myths and the Christian certainties 
of an empty tomb and a risen Saviour! Firstly, we have a Man in heaven. Jesus did 
not abandon his deity when he came from heaven to earth, nor his humanity when he 
returned from earth to heaven, and when we come to him in prayer we come to one 
who is able to ‘sympathize with our weaknesses’ (Hebrews 4:15). Secondly, we have 
a Mediator in heaven. In the place of our failure and sin Jesus presents the atoning 
sacrifi ce of his perfect life, so that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Thirdly, 
we have a Master in heaven. Unlike the pharaohs, Jesus is a living Ruler, calling us 
to live in a way ‘worthy of the gospel’ (Philippians 1:27) and making available to us 
‘everything we need for life and godliness’ (2 Peter 1:3). Egypt was an eye-opener 
— not least in reminding me of the glories of Christ.
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Book Briefs
When I began full-time Christian service in 1962 it had never entered my head that 
writing books would form any part of my ministry, though I was (and remain) fascinated 
by words and am hugely indebted to countless authors whose works have enriched 
my life and work. Now, ministry in print is a major part of my service for Christ. The 
following notes will bring you up to date with recent developments.

More blessing The Beatitudes for Today was very kindly 
received when it was fi rst published in 1996 and a subsequent 
reprint has now run out. Day One has produced a splendid new 
version (pictured) which is available at Christian bookstores or 
direct from Day One Publications, Ryelands Road, Leominster 
HR6 ONZ. 

Convincing others There continues to be a consistent demand 
for Why Believe the Bible? and it is good to hear from those to 
whom it has been a help, not least as a valuable tool in their 

personal evangelism. A recent reprint by Evangelical Press means that it remains in 
stock.

Eastern impact It is many years since I preached in 
Czechoslovakia (now the Czech and Slovak Republics) but that 
part of Eastern Europe has always had a special place in my 
heart. I was therefore delighted to hear recently that Evolution: 
Fact or Fiction? (pictured) had been translated into Czech by 
Jan Suchy and recently released by a Christian publisher in 
Roudnice nad Labem. The Creation vs. Evolution debate is 
very much alive in Eastern Europe and I trust that this booklet 
will be of great help to many in the coming days.

Two for Poland Although Right with God was fi rst published thirty-fi ve years ago, 
The Banner of Truth Trust reports that it continues to be in regular demand and that 
there are currently plans for a Polish translation to be produced for use in Eastern 
Europe and elsewhere. Has Science got rid of God? is a mere two-year-old ‘baby’ by 
comparison but it has also attracted foreign language interest and Fundacja Legatio 
has plans to publish this title in Polish later this year.
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Questions, questions…. The demand for Ultimate Questions 
continues to amaze and Evangelical Press tells me that a 
further reprint of 411,000 copies has recently arrived from the 
printers. These included 23,500 in three English versions (NIV/
AV/NKJV), 23,000 in Albanian, 20,000 in Spanish, 20,000 in 
Russian (pictured), 11,000 in French, 10,000 in Afrikaans and 
5,000 or more in each of another sixteen languages, including, 
for the fi rst time, versions in Bemba (Zambia) and Xhosa (South 
Africa). Other new translations are currently being prepared. 

Please pray that God will graciously enable those involved in this demanding work 
and use the booklets already in print to point many people to Christ.

Double Dutch Although I have never preached in Holland, 
there is quite an interest in my ministry over there and a 
Dutch translation of Why Believe the Bible? (pictured) has 
recently come on stream. Details of this can be obtained 
from Evangelical Press or from B. V. Uitgeverij De Banier, 
Utrecht. In addition, our friends at Day One tell me that a 
Dutch translation of The Beatitudes for Today has recently 
been released.

Spanish treble A missionary organization in Spain is working on the translation of 
What in the world is a Christian? and Invitation to Live and it is hoped that these 
will both become available in the near future. Editorial Peregrino, a Spanish ‘sister 
company’ of Evangelical Press, also has plans to publish Evolution: Fact or Fiction? 
some time this year.

Forty years young! Read Mark Learn, published in 1966, was 
the fi rst book I ever wrote. It was specifi cally intended for new 
Christians and was structured around forty-fi ve daily Bible reading 
notes going through Mark’s Gospel, but has been widely used by 
others in their personal devotions as well as by numerous study 
groups. In addition, countless free copies are sent out every year to 
people from all around the world who write in to say that they have 
come to faith in Christ through reading one of my evangelistic 
books. Evangelical Press has recently published a new edition 

(pictured) to coincide with the book’s fortieth anniversary. Please pray that it might 
continue to be used to help many people beginning the Christian life to make the reading 
of ‘the living and enduring word of God’ a vital part of their spiritual journey. 
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Albania
potholes and potential
Albania must be the pothole capital of Europe. One begins by driving on the right, 
but thousands of craters force a change to the middle or left hand side of the road, 
manoeuvres somewhat compromised by the fact that oncoming traffic is doing the 
same thing!
 Already having had no consistent evangelical witness from immediate post-
apostolic times until the latter part of the 19th Century, Albania, slightly larger than 
Wales, was declared the world’s first atheist state in 1967, then pulverized by years of 
brutal Communism. All places of worship were closed by force, Bibles were destroyed 
and the word for ‘God’ was officially removed from the Albanian language! Yet God 
had not left himself without a witness and a new generation of believers is emerging, 
even though one church leader told me that there were probably fewer than 2,000 
Christians in the entire country.
 My first meetings were in the Way of Peace Church in Lushnje, whose pastor, 
Berti Dosti, was converted while an officer in the Albania Army. The Lushnje church 
has some forty members but a much wider influence through the allied Victory School 
where 400 students learn English and computer skills on a part-time basis. A valuable 
Friday morning session for church leaders was followed by a public meeting that drew 
150 people, including many unconverted. My interpreter, Florenc Mene, told me had 
read all 650 pages of Does God Believe in Atheists? in two sittings! — and had been 
praying for three years that it would be possible for him to translate it into Albanian. 
I dearly hope that his prayer will yet be answered.
 The next day found me in Patos, a town of 24,000 founded on the oil industry, 
where a morning meeting was held in the Palace of Culture, a stark pile of concrete 
that hardly reflected its grandiose name! The local church has only 20-25 members, 
yet 100 people came, some 80% of them unbelievers. The pastor said he had never 
seen such a thing before (and can we imagine it happening on a Saturday morning 
in England?). Then on to the larger town of Fier and to meeting of 150 people in the 
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JOIN THE TEAM!
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you have not seen it before and would like to 

receive future copies (by post or e-mail) please let me know at
‘Sarnia’, 81 Lambert Road, Banstead, Surrey, SM7 2QU

Telephone 01737 357501
E-mail:  jb@johnblanchard.co.uk

A full house in Fier Public Library

Public Library where I spoke on ‘The Search for Truth’. There was rapt attention from 
all age groups and virtually all the free evangelistic literature on offer was taken. It 
was also hugely encouraging to see nearly twenty people signing up to join a follow-
up Bible study course.
 The Sunday morning service in Fier’s Way of Peace church was memorable for 
its attention and warmth and for the number of unconverted people who came in as a 
result of the two previous meetings in the town. The church’s leader is Will Niven, a 
gifted British missionary who with his delight Albanian wife Doreta is exercising a fine 
ministry in Fier, Patos and elsewhere. Will also translated for me in that afternoon’s 
meeting in the Public Library, where yet again some 50% of those attending were 
unconverted.
 Any impact my ministry in Albania may have had on others is more than matched 
by the effect it had on me. I was deeply moved by the faith, love for the gospel and 
concern for the lost shown by many of God’s people, especially in the light of the 
terrible trauma the country has suffered in recent years. This visit has already triggered 
a determined effort to support them in the days to come. Watch this space!
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STOP PRESS ! ! !

The ‘assassin’

In its final issue of the twentieth century, TIME 
magazine said, ‘Charles Darwin didn’t want to 
murder God, but he did.’ The ‘bullet’ used was 
the idea that beginning in some kind of primordial 
soup a simple form of life evolved by natural 

selection over millions of years into all living 
species, including humankind. Darwin’s idea 
quickly became all the rage and within some 
fifty years the British biologist Sir Julian 
Huxley was calling it ‘the most powerful and 
the most comprehensive idea that has ever arisen 

on earth’. Today, modern versions of Darwin’s 
theory dominate Western thinking about the origin 

and development of life and for many people it 
completely disposes of God. But does it? Here are 

some of the facts that are at odds with the fanfare.
 Nobody sensibly denies microevolution (changes within a given species or 
genus) but there is no solid evidence for macroevolution (changes linking all 
life forms). The British anatomist Sir Arthur Keith said this was ‘unproved and 
unprovable’ and frankly admitted, ‘We believe it only because the alternative is 
special creation.’ Macroevolutionism is not a science, but a belief system, with 
a prior commitment to naturalism (which rules out the supernatural or spiritual) 
regardless of its weaknesses. As naturalism is incapable of being tested by going 
back in time to recreate the radical changes it claims took place, it clearly fails 
to meet the scientific criteria it claims in its own support.
  Naturalism has to invent its own starting point — one self-contained, self-
replicating life form to get the whole evolution process started — but in trying 
to do so the best it can offer is guesswork. All attempts to generate life from 
inanimate elements have failed to produce even the simplest protein molecules 
on which life depends and no scientific journal has ever published a plausible 
explanation of how chemical evolution could have produced even the most 
basic molecular system, let alone a minnow, a mule or a man. Natural selection 
(the survival of the fittest) can be seen all around us, but never as the machinery 

that over millions of years could have turned nothing into nature, let alone 
protons into people. Nor does the fossil record produce evidence of gradual 
macroevolutionary development linking all known species. Colin Patterson, 
one-time senior palaeontologist at the British Museum, said that this institution 
contained ‘not a particle of evidence’ to support the idea. 
 Darwin said that if even one irreducibly complex system (one needing all of 
its interacting parts before it can function) existed that could not be formed by 
step-by-step evolution ‘my theory would absolutely break down’. Yet we now 
know of many such systems that cannot be explained by any evolutionary process 
— including the eye’s light sensory systems, the bacterial flagellum, the cilium, 
and the blood-clotting and immune system ‘cascades’.
 Naturalism cannot begin to explain why humans are so radically different from 
all other life forms, even those with similar DNA. Self-consciousness, a sense of 
personal dignity, aesthetic values, mathematical and 
linguistic skills, a moral dimension and concern 
about death and eternity find no explanation in 
naturalism — and if human life is the result of 
unplanned chemical evolution it is by definition 
meaningless. As the prominent British atheist 
Richard Dawkins admits, ‘Natural selection, the 
blind, unconscious, automatic process which 
Darwin discovered, and which we now 
know is the explanation for 
the existence and apparently 
purposeful form of life, has 
no purpose in mind. It has no 
vision, no foresight, no sight 
at all.’
 Macroevolution has been 
called ‘the best idea anyone has 
ever had’, but it remains nothing 
more than an idea. Darwin’s ‘bullet’ 
does not even touch his target.

18 19

guilty or ashamed; he never regretted anything he thought, said or did; he never 
needed to apologize or change his mind. The Bible’s consistent testimony is that 
Jesus ‘had no sin’,51 but was ‘holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners’.52

Thirdly, his divinity. Although he was truly 
human, the Bible makes it clear that Jesus 
was just as truly divine. In one of its most 
concise statements on the subject it describes 
him as one ‘in [whom] all the fulness of the 
Deity lives in bodily form’.53 Jesus possessed 

not merely divine attributes, but the very 
nature of God, including his eternal existence. 

This means that although there was a day when 
Jesus was born, there was never a point at which 

he began to exist. He is eternal, without beginning 
or end, but his birth marked the moment when, as 

God, he began to live as a human being. Yet in doing 
so, he still remained fully God.

 
The Bible underlines this in the most emphatic way possible by 

attributing to Jesus actions that only God can perform. Speaking of 
Jesus it says, ‘For by him all things were created: things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible … all things were created by him and for 
him.’54 What is more, it adds that ‘in him all things hold together’.55 Nature is 
not held in balance by chance, fate or unplanned laws of nature. What prevents 
our cosmos from becoming chaos is the sovereign power of Jesus of Nazareth, 
humankind’s only true exception.

The scourge of sin has blighted all sixty billion people who have ever lived on 
our planet, with just one exception — Jesus of Nazareth, who was born in Israel 
about 2,000 years ago. The Bible clearly establishes three facts about him.

Firstly, his humanity. Jesus was not an android or any other kind of science-fiction 
freak, but was truly and fully human. Charting normal physical development, the 
Bible progressively describes him as a ‘baby’,38 a ‘child’39 and a ‘boy’.40 He had to 
learn to stand, walk, write, feed and dress. His hair grew, his voice broke and he 
passed in the normal way through puberty into manhood. We read of him 
being ‘hungry’41 and ‘thirsty’.42 He called certain people his ‘friends’;43 
there were others he ‘loved’.44 He frequently ‘had compassion’45 on 
people as he identified with their pain. There were occasions 
when he ‘wept’46 over those heading for disaster, while he 
could also be ‘full of joy’47as he delighted in the success of 
others. His humanity was beyond question.

Secondly, his integrity. Another clear mark of his 
humanity is seen in his being ‘tempted in every way, 
just as we are’.48 Yet in the same sentence we are 
told he was ‘without sin’.49 His enemies admitted 
it, his followers believed it, his closest friends 
noticed it and he himself claimed it. Speaking of 
Satan’s power to plague people’s lives, he added, 
‘He has no hold on me’,50 indicating that although 
under incessant spiritual attack he remained 
unscathed and unstained. Nobody else in history has 
been able to substantiate a similar claim. Jesus never felt 
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Th e exception

The pretender

In 1999 Richard Dawkins told a BBC Television audience, ‘I think science 
really has fulfilled the need that religion did in the past of explaining things: 
explaining why we are here, what is the origin of life, where did the world 
come from, what life is all about … science has the answers.’ Seeing science 
as the key to all reality and scientific investigation as the absolute and only 
way to get at the truth about anything is a line often taken by atheists and at 
a 1998 Oxford University debate Peter Atkins crystallized its conclusions: 
‘There is no necessity for God because science can explain everything.’ But 
true science makes no such claims. Instead, it is the ongoing search for truth 
in the natural world, prepared not only to abandon previously held positions 
in the light of new discoveries but to admit that there are important areas in 
which science must remain silent. 
 To claim that all reality can be reduced to atoms and molecules and that 
a scientific explanation of things is the only true one is clearly at odds with 
the facts. The artistic description of a glorious sunset would differ widely 
from a scientific analysis of the same event, but it would be equally valid. 
To speak of a kiss as ‘a juxtaposition of orbicular muscles, with a reciprocal 
exchange of carbon dioxide and microbes’ would be scientifically accurate, 
but it is not the only acceptable description.
 True science accepts that it has clear limitations. It cannot tell us why the 
world came into being (in other words, why there is something instead of 
nothing); or why dependable laws of physics exist; or why human beings are 
persons and not just what someone has called ‘computers made of meat’; or 
why the mind exists and functions as it does; or how to distinguish between 
right and wrong. It also contradicts all four of Dawkins’ claims: it does not 
tell us why we are here, how life originated, where the world came from and 
what life is all about. Answers to these questions are simply beyond the reach 
of scientific investigation.
 The fact is that modern science owes much of its initial impetus to men 
who believed in creation as the work of God and the Bible as the Word of 
God. They studied science because they expected law in nature — and they 
expected law in nature because they believed in a divine lawmaker. In 
1662 the founders of the Royal Society, the world’s first major scientific 
institution, dedicated their work ‘to the glory of God’, while in 1865 the 
first manifesto of the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
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declared that the Bible was the Word of God and ‘in complete harmony 
with the natural sciences’.
 Over the centuries, many scientific giants have found no conflict between 
science and belief in God. These have included Robert Boyle (chemistry), 
Michael Faraday (electricity, electrochemistry and electromagnetism), James 
Joule (thermodynamics), James Clark Maxwell (electromagnetic theory and 
electrodynamics), Johannes Kepler (astronomy), Carolus Linnaeus (biological 
taxonomy), Blaise Pascal (hydrostatics), Niels Steno (stratigraphy), Gregor Mendel 
(genetics), Rudolph Virchow (pathology) and William Thomson (mathematics 
of heat and electricity). Today, countless fine scientists, including many of 
outstanding merit, are firmly convinced that the Bible is the Word of God. 
 True science and belief in God have always been in perfect harmony with 
each other. Trying to drive a wedge between them is ignorance masquerading 
as intelligence.

Regular readers of Newsline will have received with this issue a free copy of  Is anybody 
out there?, the new evangelistic booklet hot off the press, together with a special offer 
for multiple copies for use by their churches or in their own personal evangelism.
 Evangelical Press and I have been working on this for some time and we have 
pulled out all the stops in trying to make it the most attractive item of its kind that we 
have ever produced. Pete Cooper has done a superb job in finding and laying out a 
series of stunning graphics to illustrate the text and we believe the result is something 
Christians everywhere will be confident to use as they seek to interest contacts with 
the gospel.
 The booklet begins by showing the importance of asking the question in the title 
and by proving that faith is something that everyone exercises in one way or another. 
After showing the fundamental flaws in agnosticism and atheism, and in the idea that 
all religions lead to God, it goes on to demonstrate the uniqueness of the Bible and 
to show how it defines the sovereignty of God. After sections on creation, evolution, 
morality and science, it answers the criticism that an all-powerful, all-holy God cannot 
co-exist with a world of sin and suffering. A section on the origin and nature of sin is 
then followed by those on the person, death and resurrection of Jesus. Having shown 
that God alone is the answer to man’s need for truth, identity, love and security, the 
booklet closes with a direct evangelistic appeal to repent and trust in Christ.

To receive a free copy of Is anybody out there?, together with an order form for the special 
Newsline discount, please contact Evangelical Press on 01325 380232,  

sales@evangelicalpress.org or Evangelical Press, Faverdale North, Darlington, DL3 OPH.
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Thank you!
My warmest thanks once again to friends who have recently sent gifts 
through the CM Trust for the support of my ministry. Your fellowship is 
greatly appreciated. Gifts sent directly to my home address are always 

acknowledged personally at the time.

Of some value !
At an MWE staff meeting many years ago the legendary Lindsay Glegg, then president 
of the movement, asked me what I did for recreation or exercise. When I replied that 
I was too busy to engage in either he replied, ‘My boy,’ (every man was ‘My boy’ to 
him!) ‘as I told Billy Graham, Alan Redpath, Stephen Olford and others, you must 
take up golf. It will add years to your life.’
 The Bible says that bodily exercise is ‘of some value’ (1 Timothy 4:8) and in my 
case I do believe that Lindsay Glegg’s words have come true, with golf having become 
a major fi tness factor in my life and a delightful way of releasing the pressures involved 
in concentrated ministry.
 Winning several dozen com-
petitions along the way has been 
an unexpected bonus, especially 
the Ryder Trophy, presented to 
the Free Church Ministers Golf 
Society by God-fearing Samuel 
Ryder in 1902, twenty-fi ve years 
before he gave the ‘other’ Ryder 
Cup! Capturing this prize four 
times since 1994 has been surpris-
ing but special: I think Lindsay 
Glegg would have approved!
  Howard Williams, my indispensable partner on Popular Christian Apologetics 
tours, also knows what it is like to get into the winner’s circle and I was delighted that 
at last year’s Christian Golfers’ Conference in the Republic of Ireland he deservedly 
won the Robert McLauchlin Memorial Trophy. Needless to say, any games we can 
squeeze into our busy tours now have a distinctly competitive edge!
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May 6-7 (am) GREENOCK, Inverclyde: Orangefield Baptist Church 
  200th Anniversary. [Info: gordon.davey@red5audio.com]
 7 (pm)*  BURY, Lancs: Radcliffe Road Baptist Church.
  [Info: Saul.Hickey@Rochdale.Gov.UK]
 8*  CHESTERFIELD: Walton Evangelical Church. 
  [Info: 01246 231002 or pastor@waltonchurch.org] 
 9*  POYNTON, Cheshire: Poynton Baptist Church. 
  [Info: 01625 859036 or admin@pbc.org.uk]
 10* KENDAL, Cumbria: Parr Street Church. [Info: 01539 722121 
  or e.addison@bigfoot.com]
 11*  LIVERPOOL: Bridge Chapel, Garston. [Info: 0151 281 9716 or 
  info@bridgechapel.com]
 12* LEEDS: City Evangelical Church. [Info: mike.wildsmith@ntlworld.com]
 26-26 IRELAND: Westport, Co. Mayo: Christian Golfers Conference.

June 8*  BIRMINGHAM: University of Birmingham. [Info: 07855 095523 or 
  TJP309@bham.ac.uk] 
 9*  CHEAM, Surrey: Christian Viewpoint/Activate Lunch at St Paul’s, 
  Howell Hill. [Info: george@s-hughes.freeserve.co.uk]
 10  WANTAGE, Oxon: Grove Free Evangelical Church 
  25th Anniversary. [Info: 01235 762730 or margaret.barber@btinternet.com] 
 13*  IRELAND: Lucan Presbyterian Church, Lucan, Co. Dublin. 
  [Info: 01 6280217 or office@atlpc.com]
 14*  IRELAND: Drogheda Presbyterian Church, Drogheda, Co. Louth. 
  [Info: 41 9802860]
 15*  IRELAND: To be arranged
 16*  IRELAND: Bandon, Co. Cork. [Info: 21 4774251 or ptjeffers@eircom.net] 
 17*  IRELAND: KILKENNY, Co. Kilkenny: Kilkenny Presbyterian Church.
  [Info: 56 7786681]
 18*  IRELAND: Greystones, Co. Wicklow: [Info: 1 2876030 or 
  brian.egan@nordeal.com] 

July 2  LONDON: Trinity Road Chapel, Tooting. [Info: 020 8675 1192 or 
  lumb.stedfast@ntlworld.com]
 5*  BARKING, Essex: Men’s Night at St Patrick’s Church. 
  [Info: 020 8594 1960 or gordon_sue@ntlworld.com]
  The remainder of July is reserved for research, study and writing.

August 3-4  FELIXSTOWE, Suffolk: Eastern Counties Bible Convention. 
  [Info: 01473 725701 or Derek.bailey@tiscali.co.uk]
 5  FELIXSTOWE, Suffolk: Evangelistic Dinner at Bethesda Baptist Church. 
  [Info: 01394 275671 or Pastorcro@aol.com]
  The remainder of August is reserved for research, study and writing.

* Indicates a Popular Christian Apologetics meeting

COMING ENGAGEMENTS
At the time of going to press these are my engagements for the next four months. For up-to-date 
news of any additional meetings, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and 
blessing at these events — and if possible plan to attend any that are being held near you.
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